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Abstract

The languages and cultures of ASEAN nations share a common heritage, namely,
the influence of Pali and Sanskrit brought by Indian merchants and Brahmins who mixed
freely with the locals. With Muslim Persians and Indians came Arabic which also spread
through religion. When western powers colonized much of Southeast Asia, English, French,

Spanish and Dutch replaced local languages for many, and of these, English has
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maintained its influence up to today, most notably as an official language of some ASEAN
countries and the lingua franca of the ASEAN community. In terms of culture, influences can
be divided into 6 groups: 1) Local culture 2) Brahmin-Hindu Culture 3) Buddhist Culture 4)
Islamic Culture 5) Christian culture 6) Science and Technological Culture. Globalisation has
enabled flows of people, technology, finance, media and ideology, a trend being
experienced actively in Thailand. Challenges for Thailand include: Tourist issue- How does
the State manage and protect benefits for the country and Thai people through its tourism
policy?; Language issue- How does the State prepare students and develop language
competency including English and ASEAN languages for workers as well as efficient
technology use to be able to compete; Migrant labor issue-How can the State and its
representatives forge strong links and develop a better understanding between local and
migrant worker communities to make certain that the requisite rights of all are maintained in
accordance with AEC principles and international standards.

Keywords: Globalisation, Language, Situation, Thailand, ASEAN
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