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The purpose of this thesis is to study the traces of Mahayana Buddhism from the folk beliefs and
ritual ceremonies found within Chiang Mai Province

This thesis has 5 chapters .The first chapter mentioned about a statement and significance of the
problems and the process of the study. Second chapter mentioned about the significance and details of
Mahayana Buddhism. Thirth chapter mentioned about a history of the Buddhism in Southeast Asia , Burma and
Northern Thailand ,and the traces of Mahayana Buddhism in Northern Thailand from archaeological evidences.
Forth chapter mentioned about the folk beliefs and ritual ceremonies found within Chiang Mai province and
traces of Mahayana Buddhism. And the last chapter is the conclusion

From this study, the traces of Mahayana Buddhism from the folk beliefs and ritual ceremonies there
are have 3 types of influences

1. Influences of the concepts and some beliefs

2. Influences of ritual implements

3. Influences of ritual process

These influences were Mahayana Buddhism in any sections such as Tantric ,Mantric and
Kalachakrayana , and some folk beliefs found in Tibet and Burma , and it’s spread into the Northern Thailand

especially the upper part of Northern Thailand.

Department of Archaeology Graduate School Silpakorn University Academic Year 2002
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